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E
FILM' jointly owned by
Panavision and Deluxe Lab-

oratories, is leading the way in the
development of digital intermediate
technology for feature films. A digital
intermediate, which involves negative
scanning, laser-film recording and
video mastering, fills the gap between
principle photography and striking the
final print by providing a digital space
where all the film's elements can be

assembled and the final imagery color-
corrected.

EFILM's Vice President of Corporate
Development Bob Eicholz. "It is one
additional chance for the cinematogra-
pher, director and production team to
make sure their film appears on the
screen the way they want it to look"

EFILM has done digital intermediate
treatments to more than 80 films,
including this year's 'The Passion of the
Christ," "Van Helsing" and "The Day
After Tomorrow."

In an advance over traditional color-

timing procedures, EFILMhas incorpo-
rated proprietary matting and tracking
techniques to be able to affect isolated
areas within sections of each frame's

image. For example, during the digital

A scene from the movie "Blue Crush," in which Steven 1.Scott used the digital
intermediate process to make the waves appear bluer.

The result is called a "digital master,"
from which film negatives can be
recorded out for striking release prints
without any further color timing. The
digital master can also be translated
into various video formats for distribu-
tion to television or home theaters.

"Digital intermediate technology is
adding a new element of creativity at
the end of the production cycle," said

intermediate work on the surf flick
"Blue Crush," Steven]. Scott, the
EFILM digital intermediate colorist,
applied a translucent azure glow to the
underside of a wave's curl without

affecting the rest of the scene by track-
ing the pixels of the wave crest as it
moved through the frame. Even some
shots filmed on gloomy, overcast days
were given the sunlit sparkle audiences
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process-to restore the Fenton tower
site to its original configuration-will
hopefully (weather and hurricane sea-
son permitting) be phased in through
the late summer," Smith said. "This
process includes building a new tower,
building a new cinderblock transmit-
ter building, and moving the new
(solid-state Platinum) Harris transmit-
ter there."

for good luck In KPLCs case, a dime
had originally been placed at the base
and when we surveyed the devasta-
tion, Steve found it-flattened to the
size of a quarter."

Serra said, "Now, in an age of
expense control, I guess dimes are
the preferred denomination. But the
way I see it, you shouldn't send a
dime out to do a silver dollar's job. So
when we rebuild, I'm going to visit
my safe deposit box and get a bag of
real silver dollars my grandmother
gave me for good luck And one of
them is e:oine:to find its wav to the




